
Literacy Workshop 

Parent Reading and Spelling Workshop 

Whole School 



Welcome 
• EYFS/KS1 Literacy Co-ordinator – Miss M. Frith  

• KS2 Literacy Co-ordinator – Miss H Glover  



Areas of Literacy 

• Reading 
•Writing  
•Speaking and Listening  
• SPAG 



Reading 

• Teaching reading: phonics  

• Shared reading 

• Guided reading  

• Genres: Fiction, non-fiction, poetry, plays 

• Silent Reading  

•Reading Buddies  

•Individual reading books  

• Library books  

•1:1 Reading  

•Reading throughout the curriculum  

Reading is found throughout our curriculum as we want all 
children to be confident and successful readers that enjoy 
reading.  



Reading  

Supporting your child at home … 

•Focus on letter sounds and names (EYFS and KS1) 

• Choose books that are interesting to your child 

• Provide a comfortable area for reading enjoyment  

• Set a routine time for reading, eg. at bed time or after dinner.   

• Reading games 

•Reading at least 10 minutes 5 times a week. 

•Read to your child and model good practice 
  

 

‘Children are made readers on the laps of 
their parents’  

Emilie Buchwald  



 



Why? 

          50%            60%                 80%             90%                  95%                



Reading Homework  
Supporting your child at home … 

Reading books should be read at least 10 minutes every day. 
This is now a priority and has been made one of the children`s 
main homework tasks. 
 
Children can read their book or a section more than once so 
that they can focus on different elements of reading. At first, 
they might be focused on decoding and starting to understand 
the text. When they read it again, they will deepen their 
understanding and can then become more fluent and 
expressive.  
 
Reading records  - to be signed and dated by parent/ adult, 
detail on how your child has read, strength and difficulties.  Add 
any new words that they find to the bottom of the record and 
discuss them together to develop their vocabulary.  

 



Phonics at Home 
• The children will take home a decodable book each week 

that will contain the sounds that they have been taught in 
class.  
 

• On their first read, encourage them to look for the sound 
that is found in the book- ar or ir  
 

• If they find it difficult, ask them to spot the special friends 
in the word and then Fred Talk it out loud. – girl or snow 
 

• When they have longer words, remind them to cover 
sections up so they can break it into smaller chunks and 
then blend it together.  Play/ing 



• Encourage them to try and retain words that they have 
already read so they don’t have to sound out again.  
 

• On the second read, the children should be more fluent 
as they have already decoded the words. They might 
be able to use Fred in Your Head to read the words. 

 
• On the third read, they should be able to add more 

expression and they should be developing their 
understanding of the story. Ask them questions about 
what they have read using the prompts in the book and 
the bookmark.  



Extra resources 
• Use the phonic flashcards to improve their 

fluency and their ability to recognise sounds in 
words.  

 

• Use the red word bookmarks at the start of 
reading to help with their speed.  

 

• Play phonic games using the sounds they 
know. –Bingo, sorting games and Phonics Play.  



Reading bookmarks  
 
- We have put together reading bookmarks 

to keep with reading record books.  
 

The question stems can be used to ask your 
child a variety of different questions. In 
EYFS and KS1 they may respond verbally, 
but as they progress through the year and 
then into KS2, they can answer with a 
written response in their record.  

 
We will also use the VIPERS symbols in class so 

the children will be familiar with these.  
 
By asking your child different questions, it will 

help to develop their comprehension skills 
and it will highlight if they have a good 
understanding of the text.   

 
 

 



 



 





 



 



 



Why is correct 
spelling so 
important? 

 



    I take it you already know of tough and bough 
and cough and dough? Others may stumble but 
not you on hiccough, thorough, slough and 
through. Well done! And now you wish perhaps, 
to learn of less familiar traps? Beware of heard, a 
dreadful word that looks like beard and sounds 
like bird. And dead, it's said like bed, not bead for 
goodness' sake don't call it 'deed'! Watch out for 
meat and great and threat (they rhyme with suite 
and straight and debt).  



Spelling at School 
•  Phonics (Nursery– Year 2) 

• The children spell words in their daily phonics sessions using 
the sounds they have been taught.  

• They say the word out loud. 

• They use Fred Fingers to count the sounds they can hear.  

• They then write the word and draw on the sound buttons.  

• In KS1, children are set spellings based on their phonics on 
Spelling Shed each week for their homework.  

 



Spelling at Home 
• Use Fred Fingers at home to help them to count 

the sounds.  

• Focus on saying each sound clearly. 

• Use the phonics mat to help them to remember 
the letters that are found in each sound. 

• Use a range of materials to make it fun- magnets, 
foam, sand or games.  

• Use a method that works for them- writing, 
speaking, playing games or a mixture.  

 

 



Spelling at School 
• As a school we use Spelling Shed to teach spellings in 

year 2-6.  

• Each week, the children learn a new spelling rule in 
class using verbal and written activities and through 
games.  

• They are then set the same spelling rule for their 
homework using Spelling Shed.  

• The children are then tested on their spellings in 
class each week.  



Spelling at School 
 



 



Spelling at Home 
•  Create a quiet, relaxing environment for spelling practice.  

• Build spelling practice into your daily routine – how can you 
integrate 10 minutes practice a day?  

• Provide encouragement and use your parental judgement. Does 
your child need more or less adult support?  

• Can they spell the words? Do they need fewer or easier words? Do 
they need further challenge? 

• Keep it fun and engaging by using different methods. –verbally 
spelling the words, writing them down, writing using different 
materials- sand or foam, playing games and using Spelling Shed.  

• We know that all children learn differently and it’s ok to go with the 
method or methods that work for them.  



Spelling 
 



 



Parent Booklets and Support  
• Reading and Writing  - Expected by the end of the year booklets are 

available on the school website.  

 

• Common exception words to be learnt throughout the year. The list will be 
sent home by the class teacher and can be found on the website.  

 

• Phonic support materials are sent home in EYFS and KS1 and can be found 
on the website. – booklet, sound mat and bookmarks.  

 

• Phonic cards can be purchased in EYFS and KS1 to support them at home.  

 

• There are lots of resources and guides on our website to support you in all 
areas.   

 

 





Any Questions? 

 


